ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE.                           '

alfo fuppofed to be in a very languishing condition.    But the fcene being . Period IL
fince a great deal changed, I fuppofe by fupporting the balance of the north, t    ^v^l_/
it is now meant both againft the czar and Sweden; and I doubt very much     1716*
whether any fcherne of that kind can be difplayed in fuch colours as to invite
the parliament to engage in it*   For befides the difficulties our trade muft lye
under, fhould we actually break with the czar, the expence neceflary to
fupport fuch a fcheme will be an infuperable reafon with the parliament
never to come*into it.    The expefting therefore any money from the par-
liament towards carrying on that war is a mere delufion, and can end in no-
thing but breaking the king's friends amongft themfelves, ruining the publick
credit, and preventing us from getting into 9. method of paying the nation's
debts.    Could indeed the States and the regent or court of Vienna be pre-
vailed upon to form in concert with his majefty a plan or projeft of a peace
for the north, and at the fame time to enter into meafures with his majefty
to force the contending parties to accept of the terms fo offered, the parliament
might upon fuch a foundation give fomething towards enabling the king to pay
his proportion of the expence; but the States have hitherto been fo averfe
from meddling in thofe affairs, that I fear there is little hopes of their engaging;
in them at prefent.

I find all the king's fervants here are of opinion that the moft we can
expeft from the parliament this fefGon is two fhillings in the pound, and the
malt, which together make oae ipiliioi*, and a half; with this, allowing for
10,000 feamen, we may I believe keep near 20,000 land forces, fo that you
fee upon this foot the utmoft affiftance that is to be expefted from hence as to
the affairs of the north, is a fquadron of .fhips. I am, &c.

P. S. I am very fure that all thefe malicious infinuations to Walpole's and
our prejudice arife from Bothmar, who has every day fome infernous project
or other on foot to get money; and his difappointments in thefe particulars are
what he cannot bear, having nothing in his view but raifing a vaft eftate to
himfelf; and therefore he will never be fatisfied till he has got the Miniftry
and Treafury into fuch hands as will fatiate his avarice^, at the expence of the
king's credit, intereft and~ fervice*ually ruined, and the czar made
